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The historic, aging ocean liner that a Florida county plans to turn into the world's largest artificial reef has
completed the first leg of its final voyage. The SS United States, a 305-meter vessel that shattered the trans-
Atlantic speed record on its maiden voyage in 1952, arrived early Monday in Mobile, Alabama, nearly two weeks
after departing from south Philadelphia's Delaware River. The ship was due to arrive at a repair facility in Mobile
later Monday. Crews will spend about six months cleaning and preparing the ship before it is eventually sunk
off Florida's Gulf Coast.

The 2,897-kilometer move south started on Feb. 19, about four months after a years-old rent dispute was
resolved between the conservancy that oversees the ship and its landlord. Plans to move the vessel last November
were delayed over U.S. Coast Guard concerns about whether the ship was stable enough to make the trip.
Officials in Okaloosa County on Florida's coastal Panhandle hope the ship will become a barnacle-encrusted
standout among the county's more than 500 artificial reefs and a signature diving attraction that could generate
millions of dollars annually in local tourism spending for scuba shops, charter fishing boats and hotels.

The SS United States was once considered a beacon of American engineering, doubling as a military vessel
that could carry thousands of troops. Its maiden voyage broke the trans-Atlantic speed record in both directions
when it reached an average speed of 36 knots, or just over 66 kph, one of the major US newspapers reported
from aboard the ship. The ship crossed the Atlantic Ocean in three days, 10 hours and 40 minutes, besting the
RMS Queen Mary's time by 10 hours. To this day, the SS United States holds the trans-Atlantic speed record for
an ocean liner. The SS United States became a reserve ship in 1969 and later bounced between various private
owners who hoped to redevelop it. They eventually found their plans too expensive or poorly timed, leaving the
vessel for years on south Philadelphia's Delaware River waterfront.
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A-1 How does the Florida county plan to create a large artificial reef off Florida's Gulf Coast?
1. The county is going to have the historic, aging ocean liner sunk to the sea bottom.
2. The county has asked the SS United States to bring the world's largest reef from the shore.
3. The county will make the SS United States collect large reefs to create the world's largest artificial reef.

A-2 Why was the departure of the SS United States, originally set for November, delayed?
1. Because the rent dispute between the conservancy and the landlord had not been resolved
2. Because U.S. Coast Guard needed to confirm the vessel was capable of completing the voyage
3. Because the vessel had to be repaired at the repair facility near south Philadelphia's Delaware River

A-3 What do officials in Okaloosa County hope for when the world's largest artificial reef is realized?
1. They hope for a large boost in local tourism which will generate millions of dollars every year.
2. They hope for revenue increases for scuba shops and fishing boats, but expect no such increase for hotels.
3. They hope for revenue increases for scuba shops and hotels, but expect no such increase for fishing boats.

A-4 Which ocean liner held the trans-Atlantic speed record at the time the above article was written?
1. The RMS Queen Mary
2. The SS United States
3. Neither the SS United States nor the RMS Queen Mary held the record.

A-5 Why did various private owners of the SS United States fail to redevelop the vessel?
1. Because a county in Philadelphia strongly opposed any modifications to the vessel
2. Because the vessel already had high-performance engines and advanced operability
3. Because either their plans were too expensive or the moment was wrong, or both
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A-6 During flight, aircraft stations shall maintain watch as required by the appropriate Authority and shall not

cease watch, except for reasons of safety, without informing the aeronautical station(s) concerned.

(%) In what situations may aircraft stations cease watch as required by the appropriate Authority?
1. They are allowed to maintain watch only for reasons of safety.
2. They must not inform the aeronautical station(s) that they will cease watch for safety reasons.

3. They may generally cease watch if they notify the aeronautical station(s) concerned prior to doing so.

A-7 An aeronautical station having traffic for an aircraft station may call this station if it has reason to believe
that the aircraft station is keeping watch and is within the designated operational coverage area of the

aeronautical station.

(1) In which of the following situations is an aeronautical station allowed to call an aircraft station?
1. The aeronautical station can only make a call after it has received a call from the aircraft station and
established the communication link.
2. When the aeronautical station having traffic has reason to be confident that aircraft station is keeping
watch within its designated coverage area, it is permitted to make a call.
3. When the aeronautical station has reason to believe the aircraft station is keeping watch within its

designated coverage area, it may call the aircraft station regardless of whether it has traffic to deliver.

A-8 When transmitting digital selective calls and acknowledgements in the bands between 415 kHz and

526.5 kHz, coast stations should use the minimum power necessary to cover their service area.

(%) Which of the following is correct with regard to the power coast stations may use for digital selective
calls and acknowledgements in the band between 415 kHz and 526.5 kHz?
1. The transmitting power of coast stations should be as low as possible for covering their service area.
2. The coast station should use its maximum power to ensure all ship stations receive the transmission.
3. When the frequency stability is being kept in the band between 415 kHz and 526.5 kHz, coast stations

can transmit digital selective calls and acknowledgements with any power they like.

A-9 There shall be available at all times, while the ship is at sea, a supply of electrical energy sufficient to
operate the radio installations and to charge any batteries used as part of a reserve source or sources of

energy for the radio installations.

(%)  According to the above regulation, what is the requirement for the electrical power supply of the ship
to be available at all times while the ship is at sea?
1. It should be adequate to supply power for the operation of the radio installations which are normally
operated on batteries.
2. The supply of electrical energy should be sufficient to operate the radio installations and charge batteries
while the ship is moored.
3. It should be adequate to charge any batteries for a reserve source or sources of energy for the radio

installations in addition to providing sufficient support for operation of the radio installations.
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The Japanese government has adopted a program for the (77 ) of hospital ships to provide medical

care at seainthe (- ) of a major disaster or (7 ) disease. The program calls for temporary use of

(= ) private-sector ships to transport ( 74 ) from disaster zones and provide medical care.

1. construction 2. event 3. existing
4. infectious 5. introduction 6. passengers
7. patients 8. place 9. present
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A German start-up now (7~ ) to revolutionize the industry. Its plant uses green ( A )to( 7 )
biogas extracted from wastewater in the local water treatment facility into methanol, a sustainable fuel. The

first production ( = ) of'its kind in the world began (4 ) in the southern German city of Mannheim

this week.
1. aims 2. convert 3. facility
4. hydrogen 5. office 6. operation
7. oxygen 8. preparation 9. reform
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A distress alert may (77 ) information ( -7 ) the nature of the distress, the type of assistance

(7 ), the course and speed of the ( = ) unit, the time that this information was ( 4 ) and any
other information which might facilitate rescue.

1. contain 2. excluding 3. expressed
4. mobile 5. obtain 6. recorded
7. regarding 8. remote 9. required
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