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You can't get away from a cell phone call, even at the top of the world. Thanks to 3G towers newly installed
near Mount Everest's base camp, explorers can surf the Web and post Facebook updates. There is no longer any
need to worry that signals will disappear into thin air. The new high-speed service will allow mountaineers to
access wireless Internet and make video calls to family, friends and supporters.

“You knaw, | think it's kind of good and kind of bad, but to me it's kind of inevitable,” said renowned climber
Ed Viesturs, frequently described as the strongest U.S. high-altitude mountaineer. The 51-year-old veteran of
seven climbs to Everest's 8,850-meter summit said the new technology is not for him. “I'm kind of old school,”
said Viesturs, who has climbed all 14 of the world's highest peaks. Every year, thousands of trekkers from all
over the world walk to Everest's base camp at 5,180 meters, and hundreds of mountaineers take on the difficult
and dangerous route to the summit. Until now, they were forced to carry heavy — and expensive — satellite
equipment to transmit information and images from base camp. On the climb, mountaineers carry hand-held
VHF radios to talk with base camp, though an expedition might also carry a satellite phone to contact sponsors
and family.

For 25-year-old Leif Whittaker, who scaled Everest for the first time in May — calling his mother on the
descent, using a satellite phone — the advantage comes down to being able to phone home easily. “ Just being able
to communicate with your family and friends would make it alot easier to spend two monthsin atent away from
home,” said Whittaker. However, Whittaker also feels that there is arisk that it could be a dangerous distraction.
When attempting the summit, “you need to stay focused in the moment,” he added.

Dave Hahn, who has climbed Everest 12 times, more than any other American, noted that the north side base
camp in Tibet has had a cell phone service for severa years, but not the south side in Nepal. The 48-year-old said
that when he first climbed Everest in 1991, he had equipment that allowed him to transmit lines of Telex. “That
was pretty high-tech in 1991.” He added, “Those of us who've beamed home pictures and stories from the place,
well, we've accelerated that change.”
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A-1 Where have the new 3G towers been installed?
1. They were recently installed at the top of Mount Everest.
2. They are located close to the base campsites where mountaineers usually begin their climbs up Everest.
3. There are now several new 3G towers at different points up the mountain, from the base to the summit.
A-2 How doesthe mountaineer, Ed Viesturs, feel about the new technology?
1. Heis strongly against using the new technology near Mount Everest.
2. Heis very positive about the benefits of the new technology.
3. Hethinks that he is unlikely ever to use the new technology.
A-3 How did mountaineers transmit images from Mount Everest until recently?
1. Until very recently, it was impossible to send pictures from Mount Everest.
2. Mountaineers had to use heavy and expensive equipment at base camp.
3. They transmitted information and images by VHF radio from base camp.
A-4 What problem does Leif Whittaker think the new cell phone service may cause?
1. He worries about possible damage to the environment.
2. He thinks that some mountaineers may not concentrate on the climbing in dangerous situations.
3. He believes that many climbers will start to feel homesick if they communicate with family and friends.
A-5 What does Dave Hahn say about his experience of climbing Mount Everest since 19917
1. He noted that the south side of the mountain in Nepal has always had better communications than the
north side.
2. He says that the Tibetan side of the mountain has had a high-tech cell phone service since 1991.
3. He believes that mountaineers are responsible for many of the improvements in communications that
have happened.
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A-6 The minimum knowledge, understanding and proficiency required for certification of GMDSS radio

personnel shall be sufficient for radio personnel to carry out their radio duties. The knowledge required for
obtaining each type of certificate defined in the Radio Regulations shall be in accordance with those
regulations.

0 O O O What minimum knowledge, understanding and proficiency are required for certification of GMDSS radio
personnel?
1. Radio personnel should satisfy the basic requirements for GMDSS certification.
2. Radio personnel must be sufficiently qualified to supervise GMDSS radio personnel.
3. They shall be able to eliminate the illegal operation of GMDSS as required by the Radio Regulations.

A-7 Onreceipt of adistress alert or adistress call, ship stations and coast stations shall set watch on the
radiotelephone distress and safety traffic frequency associated with the distress and safety calling frequency
on which the distress aert was received.

0 O O O What action shall ship stations and coast stations take upon receiving a distress alert or a distress call?
1. Set watch on the same frequency as the distress alert or distress call received.
2. Set watch on the radiotelephone distress and safety traffic frequency linked with the distress and saf ety
calling frequency used for the original aert.
3. Set watch on the radiotelephone frequency for normal traffic independently of distress alert and distress call
frequencies.

A-8 The selection or designation of on-scene frequencies is the responsibility of the unit coordinating search
and rescue operations. Normally, once an on-scene frequency is established, a continuous aural or teleprinter
watch is maintained by all participating on-scene mobile units on the selected frequency.

000 theunit coordinating search and rescueoperations OO OOO0O0O0O on-scenemobileunit 000000

0 O O O What should a unit do once an on-scene frequency is established?
1. Asarule, the unit should keep either an aural or ateleprinter watch without cease on the selected frequency.
2. The unit should occasionally make an aural or teleprinter check on the selected frequency.
3. The unit should keep both an aural and ateleprinter watch on the selected frequency.

A-9 The distress alert shall provide the identification of the station in distress and its position. The distress
alert may also contain information regarding the nature of the distress, the type of assistance required, the
course and speed of the mobile unit, the time that this information was recorded and any other information
which might facilitate rescue.

0 O O O What kind of information may be included in a distress alert in addition to the identification of the station
and its position?
1. All information that may contribute to activities to save the mobile unit from the danger it isin.
2. All information that may help to rescue a coast station.
3. All information that may facilitate energy saving for sailing.
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| don'tremember ( O )anylettersby hand( O ). I send everything by e-mail. E-mail isreally
( O ).lcansendmany( [0 )innotimeatall.| doasofeed aspecia pleasure, though, ( O )|
find a proper handwritten envelope in the mail.

1. communicate 2. convenient 3. for

4. frequent 5. messages 6. recently
7. shortly 8. towrite 9. when
10. writing
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The Siberian high and the Ogasawara high (0O ) predominant over Japan in winter and summer,
respectively. These two highs ( 0O ) placeswith (O ) in spring and autumn to bring bad weather
conditions extensively over Japanby (O ) occluded frontsin( O ) of these highs.

1. are 2. be 3. change
4. closing 5. each other 6. forming
7. one by one 8. take 9. the boundary area

10. therestricted area
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Every person ( [0 ) charge of or performing radio dutieson ashiprequiredto ( 0O ) inthe
GMDSS shall hold ( O ) certificate related to the GMDSS, ( [0 ) or recognized by the
Administration ([0 ) the provisions of the Radio Regulations.

1. atemporary 2. an appropriate 3. below
4. demonstrate 5.1in 6. issued
7. on 8. participate 9. secured
10. under
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